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this is so. "The tension", writes Professor G. F. Stout, in
discussing what he calls the animism of common sense, the
attribution of vitality to objects, "of the stretched bow is no
more taken to be itself akin to will or striving than the felt
tension of the archer's hand as he pulls the string. Both are
apprehended as secondary tendencies. So far as active tendency
is ascribed to matter, it is always in this way derivative. If
we drop all reference to an initiative analogous, however
vaguely, remotely and mysteriously, to our own, the word
'tendency' as standing for something actual and positive loses
all meaning. There is nothing left but the bare relations of
co-existence and sequence which alone are discoverable in
the content of sense-experience."1 And it is certain that when
we are aware of a sequence of events, we are certainly aware
of something more than the bare relations of co-existence and
sequence. There can be no doubt that our representation of
causal action is a representation of such an initiative in the
object as Mr. Stout speaks of. Hence we can say that Coleridge
in holding that any objects can be 'fixed and dead* (that is for
the imagination) was mistaken. All objects have a vitality,
even for the 'primary* imagination; and we cannot, it seems,
help ourselves in thus representing the world. But it is perhaps
necessary to emphasize the fact that to hold, as it seems we
must do, that we vitalize the world in the act of apprehending
it, is not to hold that the world is vital and that the world,
as Schopenhauer held, is throughout will. All that we are con-
cerned to point out is that we certainly appear to represent the
world to ourselves as informed by will. There is in a later chapter
(Chapter 4) in Professor Stout's book the following interesting
passage: "Wordsworth in Book iv of The Excursion attempts to
trace the belief in nature-gods and spirits to aesthetic motives.

Sunbeams, upon distant
Gliding apace, with shadows in their train,
Might, with small help from fancy, be transformed
Into fleet Oreads sporting visibly.
1 Mind and Matter* p. 20.